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Capt. Glenn Ives CO of NAS Pax River Boarding the Trainer

— At TheAir Museum
& hiswife, Capt. Barbara Ives, USNR

Aboard the Skipjack

Still light on their feet!

Paul Engel & Gene Sizemore...all business
Ready Room Revelers
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Correction from Winter LOG.
This is a photo of Durward Cecil

Coleman Goatley 3-47 1-47 and not Cecil Young
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SAN DIEGO...TUESDAY...SEPT. 11 TO THURSDAY SEPT 13, 2007

JOINUSFOR THISONCE INALIFETIME 35" WEST COAST REUNION.
Anyonewho has ever spent timein San Diego should be heretorelivethe glory days

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

TUESDAY: Check in at the Bayside Holiday Inn, 4875 N. Harbor Dr. San Diego

Reservations must be made by August 19-.
Phone: 1.800.662.8899 Rate: $109

TUESDAY PM: Hospitality Room
1800: Luau at Poolside

WEDNESDAY: 0900-1100: 9 Hole Miniature Golf Tourney. (If handy, bring putter & golf ball)

1100-1600: Shopping, sight seeing, visiting, etc,

1800-2200: San Diego Sub Base: No host cocktails..Dinner/Dance with live band

THURSDAY: Farewell buffet Breakfast

Co-chairmen: Smokey Tollgaard & Stan Pederson

R R Rk e e e R e b e R R R e b e R b e kR ek e e R ek e R R e b e e e R e b e e R ek e e

REGISTRATION FORM

NAME SPOUSE/FRIEND

ADDRESS

PRE-FLT CLASS PHONE ( ) E-MAIL

REGISTRATION FEE $15 (per person) $

TUESDAY Afternoon gathering at Hospitality Room (Total Number. ) (Gratis)
Evening Buffet Luau Hotel Poolside Number @ $45.00 each $

WEDNESDAY Dinner Dance at Navy Sub Base.......Number @ $48.00each  $

THURSDAY Farewell Breakfast Number @ $20.00each $

TOTAL $

TOUR OF MIDWAY Number GOLF...Number of Players

STAYING at the Bayside Holiday 1nn? (Y/N)

Print clearly and mail to: E.M. Tollgaard: 7861 Carter Pl., LaMesa, CA 91941-4933
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“.....awaysaJOCK! ! I"”

[Fact and/or Fantasies.......The JOCK speaks! Send in your storiesan hewill tell everybody!]

WHAT FOLLOWSISAN AMAZING EXAMPLE OF “FACT or FANTASY.” YOU BE THE JUDGE.
ANSWER ON PAGE 16.”

ANYONE FOR HYRDOPLANING?

By Robert Michell 7-48 (Editor’s Note: Bob is now a Monk living in Lafayette, Oregon, at the
Trappist Abbey. Hisnote accompanying thisstory reads” | wrote the enclosed story which the lads
will find interesting...which | swear on a case of Heineken beer istrue (or partly so.)”

It was early in 1952 during the Korean War when Navy Patrol Squadron Twenty-Two (VP-
22) was stationed at the NAHA U.S. Air Force base, on the southern tip of Okinawa. We were
flying the China coast from Shanghai down to the southern end of the Formosa Straits, to protect
Formosa (Taiwan) from invasion by Communist China. It was our second “tour” on the China
coast, flying Lockheed P2V-4 “Neptune” patrol plans we had gotten the year before. They had
large radomes under their bellies, housing alarge ARC-20 antennathat gave us aterrific 120 mile
radius radar view. The large radomes also proved useful for something else, as we shall see.

Our squadron “Exec”, LCDR Hobson, had chosen
48) and me (class 7-48) for his crew, so we were flying
co-pilot and navigator. One morning weflew to the China
found aterrific storm all along the coast. Gale winds of
normal seaswellsand troughsinto aflat white surface as
tailwind like that, we were zipping down the coast in
engine trouble. First one and then the other began run-
to help. PANIC.

Kevin Giffen (Aviation Midshipman Class 3-
“Armchair 2". Kevinand | traded off between
coast, | was navigating at the time, and we
over 100 knots were blowing, leveling the
far down the coast as we could see. With a
record time. That is, until we started having
ning rough and changing gastanks didn’t seem

We were too far from Okinawa to return and still about 100 miles north of Taiwan. We would never make it to Taipei the way the
engineswere running and if we ditched on the China coast, we would be captured by the Communists. Even so, wewould never survive
ditching at seain the terrible storm. We had to do something.

It occurred tomethat, if we could maintain forward motion in the water, we would have a better chance of not
sinking. So, when | called Commander Hobson to give him the heading to Taipei, | suggested deploying a
parachute out of the ceiling hatch, next to the “nav.” table, to catch the gale wind and let it pull us along. We
would lose nothing by trying, so he said “O.K.”, but only if the engines quit. So | opened the ceiling hatch,
buckled a ‘ chute harness around the hatch cover, and waited to see what the engines would do. When the did
quit, | lifted the parachute and cover into position and pulled the cord to release the ‘chute. When the ‘chute
opened, it slammed against the ceiling withaWHAM, but the straps and ‘ chute didn’t break and | could still cut
it free, if need be.

I madethe mistake, though, of releasing the par achutetoo soon, but asit turned out, it was good that | did. When the ‘ chute opened
in front of uswe were still inthe air and the canopy blocked Hobson’'s forward view, which he certainly was not happy about —to say
theleast. Hestill had enough visibility to land the plane, though, and as he eased the plane down to the water, we were not settling in,
asexpected. Infact, we seemed to be hydroplaning on the big radome, which was acting like ahydrofoil. If | had waited until we were
al the way into the water to release the ‘ chute, we would not have hydroplaned. So my goof paid off.

It wasworking far better than expected. Infact, it worked so well that Hobson had Kevin deploy another ‘ chute out of the co-pilot’s
side window. That didn’'t help our forward visibility any, but it kept us hydroplaning as we lost our air-speed momentum and slowed
down to about 90 knots (over 100 m.p.h.), which was still plenty fast — and better than swimming.
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“.....awaysaJOCK! ! " Cont.

Then they discovered something very strange. All of the control surfaces (ailerons, rudder, elevator) still worked, but in reverse. Full
back elevator raised the tail instead of lowering it and right aileron lowered the left wing instead of raising it. With gale force winds
blowing over the flight control surfacesfrom therear, instead of from the front, the aerodynamicswere reversed, K evin Giffen figured that
out and Hobson had to tediously keep uslevel on the hydroplaning radome (equivalent to flying the plane backwards, because of the wind
from therear) by carefully pushing the controlsin the opposite direction to normal flight. A littleleft rudder, also, moved thetail to the left,
presenting the right side of the plane as an oblique surface to the wind from the rear which tended to push us to the left, away from the
China coast and towards Taiwan. If we could keep that up, we might make it to Taiwan after all.

After what seemed an endlesslength of time (about an hour), the steeple peaked island at the north end of Taiwan did come into view, at
the edge of the parachute canopy in front, but at a distance. Hopefully, we would get closer to land further south where the island widens
out to the west, and not simply sail by it. Asthe coastline came into view, however, we could see that we were getting closer and closer.
Finally, when we were getting very close, we cut the parachutes free to let us settle into the water and slow us down. It was arelief to see
ahead of us, again.

We still had momentum when we saw our left wind-tip angling towards the shore and braced ourselvesfor it
to hit. Theleft wing-tip gastank dug into the sand and swung us around, hard, to the left, burying the nose of
our plane into the sandy beach. Then, we had to get out quickly, because of the surf and in case the wind
should flip us over. Hobson and Kevin got out easily through the cockpit windows, right onto the sand. Most
of us went through the ceiling hatch and down the right wing to the beach. The only ones who got wet were
those in the back who released the emergency life-raft and crawled out through that side hatch, because the
bottom hatch was under water.

WE HAD MADE IT! Thankstothestorm windsthat leveled the seafor usand pulled usalong. It’snot
every day you hydroplane a hundred miles on a radome and step out onto dry land. Well, not so dry.
Therewas a stinging rain blown by the wind, but no one complained about that!

A MIDSHIPMAN NAVAL AVIATOR??7?7?
Frank Bonansinga 12-47

This somewhat reflects the uniqueness of being a Flying Midshipman about fifty years ago; was April 1949.

| was enjoying a beer at the famous Sazerac, for men only stand up bar at the Roosevelt Hotel in New Orleans.JWhen in come two Naval
Aviatorsin uniform, a Commander and a LT and order a beer. They look at me in my summer kaki uniform and one said, “What are you?”’

| told them | wasa Midshipman Naval Aviator, sticking out my chest with my new gold wings on the blouse.[They looked at each other,
drank their beersand left! [ Both probably thinking, thiskidisstill inhisMardi Gras costume! [1 Oh, “what the hell isthe Navy coming too!” ?[J
| was 20, so it fit.(10

Then a couple of dayslater at NAS Pensacola’s main gate, the Marine sentry wouldn't let me out wanting to see my liberty card! (]
| pointed to my wingsand said, “ | don’t need a liberty card anymore!” (00 He gives me the same “ doubtinghomas’ ook the two Naval
Aviators gave me, but helets me out!

A“BS’ (BONANSINGA SAYING) Oneof Frank's“BS’ sayings according to Ort Rudd 1-47

When | wasyoung, | loved to work, "twas like play.
Now I’'m old and loveto play, but it’s like work.
copywronged] © apr 2007[by fcb
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“.....awaysaJOCK! ! " Cont.

PHANTOM PHYL ERS...ThefoIIowing Flying Midshipmen were among thefirst 100 to pilot the M cDonnell F4H Phantom

I1. Dataisfrom 1961 McDonnell Aircraft Quarterly Maintenance Publication and Flying Midshipman Association Records

NO. Name Date Flown Where Class Date No. Where
3 Gerald Huelsbeck (d) MAC 8/18/58  StL 15-48 4/28/50 T568 PNS
12 Nell A. Armstrong NACA  10/09/58 StL 5-49 8/16/50 T853 PNS
35 Joseph F. Dobronski MAC 10/16/59  StL 3-46  12/19/47 26180 PNS
36 Frank C. Bonansinga RAY 11/09/59 Bed 12-47 4/13/49 V26 CBS
69 WilliamF. Fraser LCdr USN 7/13/60 St Midn 106 8/08/47 25982 JAX
82 KenE.Enney (d) LCdr USN 8/05/60  StL 15-47 Unkwn Unkwn CBS
97 Derad Z. Skalla LCdr USN  11/15/60  StL Unkwn 5/08/50 T-609 PNS
100 Bernard Tesch (d) LCdr USN  12/29/60 Oxd 7-47 Unkwn Unkwn  JAX
ABBREVIATIONS

MAC McDonnell Aircraft. Lambert Field STL

NACA National Advisory Committee Aeronautics; forerunner of NASA

RAY Raytheon. Hanscom Field, Bedford, MA

StL St. Louis, MO

Bed Bedford. MA

Ooxn NAS Point Mugu, Oxnard, CA

PNS NAS Pensacola FL

CBS NAAS Cabaniss Field, Corpus Christi TX

JAX NAS Jacksonville, FL

NOTES

Huelsbeck, Enney and Tesch, ref FMA are deceased.
Where first flown: Only Bonansinga's is known; others are guesstimated.

Research and compilation by Frank Bonansinga

Good Grief!l!l obviously the F7U
didn’t get replaced soon enough.

Paddles’ Had A 25 Yard Foot Race To Avoid
His Death In This Tragic Ramp Strike

Some of weVF-121 “ Pacemakers’ werein our
ready room when this happened. Thisis the
first time | have seen this sequence of photos.
When we came out into the port catwalk up
forward it looked like the whole flightdeck
portside aft was on fire. All aircraft airborne
were “bingoed” to the beach and we returned
to San Diego directly. By the way, the LSO
running across the deck to the starboard side,
LT Tom Reilly, did make it unhurt, the other
LSO’s dove into the net and the hook watch
jumped overboard. (Author Unknown)
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THE END OF THE MEXICAN VILLAGE

Al Weil 2-47 forwarded an article by John W. Bradford,
5-48, reporting that the revered eating and dining es-
tablishment, so dear to many naval aviators and their
“friends,” the MEXICAN VILAGE, hasclosed. As
John put it. ...in thelate spring of 2006, when standing
on Orange Avenue in Coronado, California, | said to
myself, “My God, the Mexican Village is closed!”
Hisfinal paragraphis...” the passing of the Village was
just another event in the normal progression of time.
However, I’ m sure that the news will sadden many out
therewho used to stomp their feet and slake their thirst
at that wonderful place. Savor the memories!”

FromPagel13,“ISITFACT ORFICTION?" My
initial reaction to Bob's “JOCK” story was that,
since he was a Trapist Monk, this must be the
“GOSPEL TRUTH”

However, having heard that it'salways good to get
confirmation, as an editor | called Kevin Giffin
who was a squadron mate of minein VP-22 prior
totheKorean War. Kevin hesitated a minute, then
said, “My good friend Friar Timothy (aka Bob
Michell) has obviously been on the sacramental
wine too long! We had a good laugh and trust
you did, also. Ed.

EAST COAST DINING?

From Herb Sargent 9-47, VP Eastern Affairs

(If you areinterested in Naval Aviation and/or dining and entertainment
in Va. Beach, please read on.[] If not | apologize for this solicitation on
behalf of a non-midshipman fellow Naval Aviator.)[

From Herb’ sfriend Ricky Ricardo:
| aminthe processof creating anew
Trader Jon’s-type restaurant in the
Virginia Beach area.[] For those who
may be unfamiliar, Trader Jon's in
Pensacola, FL was an eating and
drinking establishment noted for its
décor featuring naval aircraft memo-
rabilia and artifacts.1 Many of us

shared sea stories and great times
over acold beer at Trader’s.(]

...l intend to open arestaurant in Virginia Beach, inspired by Trader
Jon’s, but updated for our times.OJ Likdrader Jon’s, it will be an asset to
the community; welcoming visitors and locals and providing them an
opportunity to experience alittle of the world of naval aviation and the
great camaraderie many of us have experienced.[] ...

...I would like your input on all aspects (menu and bar offerings, how
formal/casual, alternative locations, etc.) of the restaurant.l] | have cre-
ated a survey for that purpose and you can find it at this link:Chttp://

WwWw.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=821893416534(1 It takeslessthan ten
minutes of your time.

After you takethe survey if you would like additional information on
my qualifications, the preferred location, or other, just send an email
reply or call.CAgain, please forward this to anyone you think might be
interested, but be sureto take the survey yourself.[Thanksfor your help

Sincerely, “Ricky” Ricardo, CAPT USN (Ret), former Navy pilot
and squadron skipper.

P.S. If you have items [of décor] you'd like to donate (aircraft parts,
squadron plaques, pictures, etc.) please get in touch with me at 757
647-3745.
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THE AJ “ Savage” REVISITED
By Roy Mantz (7-48)

When everything was wor king, flying the AJ Savage (“ Two turning and one burning”)
was like driving a Cadillac. It came aboard the carrier as if on rails. But when something went
wrong, well, it always had the making of a good sea-story. And every former AJjock has such a
story to tell. The following is but one.

Thedatewas8 June 1956. Our crew (Aircraft Commander, Bombardier/Navigator, and
Third Crewman) was one of three crews and two AJ-2 aircraft assigned to Composite Squadron
SIX (VC-6), later designated Heavy Attack Squadron SIX (VAH-6), Detachment Hotel. Our de-
tachment was a part of Air Task Group ONE aboard U.S.S. Lexington (CVA-16). Lexington, en
route to WestPac, was delayed in Hawaiian waters to conduct an Operational Readiness | nspection.

The squadron’s primary mission was the high atitude, long range delivery of the large atomic weapons of that day. We had a
secondary mission to carry an In-Flight Refueling (IFR) package with JP-3 fuel in the bomb bay of the AJ for the purpose of refueling other
aircraft in the Air Group. 1t seems that most of our flights from the carrier during deployment were involved with this secondary mission.

Our crew and AJ were assigned an in-flight refueling mission on the particular day of thisincident. We were to rendezvous with a
section of two F7U-3 Cutlass aircraft for practicerefueling. (If memory serves, the F7U’swere from VF-151 and it was the first and only Cutlass
squadron to make a deployment to WestPac.)

Therendezvous was effected at 10,000 feet altitude at about 0630 hours, twenty miles southwest of NAS Barber’s Point, Oahu. The
refueling operation commenced on a southeasterly heading shortly thereafter. We were to transfer about 4,000 pounds of fuel to each aircraft.

| digressherebriefly to explain thein-flight refueling operation. The AJdeployed a hose with adrogue and cone at the end from the
IFR package in the bomb bay. The desired length of the hose deployed was controlled by the Third Crewman. Wind pressure against the cone
pulled the hose out while hydraulic pressure from within the package reeled it in. The receiving aircraft obviously was supposed to engage the
drogue with his probe if he were to receive transferred fuel.

Themission started and thefirst F7U, after afew repeated attempts, engaged the drogue and received about 400 pounds of fuel before
his probe slipped out. At this point, he turned to hiswingman to attempt a successful transfer. All thistime my Bombardier-Navigator (B/N) was
ohserving this operation through the optical feature of his bomb-director equipment. The second Cutlass pilot was even less successful in
engaging the drogue. After repeated attempts lunging at and hitting the drogue, the B/N noticed the cone, probably being out of round, spinning
rapidly at the end of the hose. Shortly he observed the hose and drogue starting to oscillate and violently whip snakelike in the slipstream. Soon
thereafter the cone broke free of the hose. With nothing to hold the hose in the streamed position, it started retracting into the bomb bay of the AJ,
much like a non-engaged window shade that when released spins rapidly onto itsreel. All the while, the hose was spewing fuel.

Within seconds, therewasa violent explosion in thebomb bay of the AJ. The blast was so huge that the pressure from the explosion
blew against the pressurized access door between the cockpit and the bomb bay. A large fireball engulfed the cockpit.

It was later concluded that the residual fuel from the hose while spinning on the IFR package reel was perhaps ignited by the metal
drogue adapter at the end of the hose striking something in the bomb bay.

Needlessto say, we three crewmen were stunned and witless for amoment with the fire in the cockpit. It was apparent that we werein
danger and so in short order | secured the jet engine in the tail of the aircraft to preclude feeding the fire with more fuel, radioed “ M ayday,
aircraft on fire,” and ordered the crew to bail out.

Normally, the Third Crewman was the first to leave the aircraft through the entrance hatch on the starboard side of the plane. He
was to be followed by the B/N and then the pilot. The Third Crewman had the presence of mind to secure the IFR package before starting to
egress the plane. But he was distracted from leaving by the problem the B/N was having getting out of his seat with his parachute.

This particular B/N, in the past, had the habit of releasing his shoulder and parachute straps so that he could more easily bend
over and operate his bomb-director equipment. In hisagitated state to leave, he tried evacuating without his parachute. Both the Third Crewman
and | observed this and immediately worked to get his attention back to donning his parachute. All of thistook time and by the time he was ready
to go, it became apparent that it was aflash fire that had burned itself out, the smoke was clearing, and that we were still flying in good order on
the two reciprocating engines.

| rescinded the order to bail out, cancelled the Mayday alert, and radioed that we were proceeding to NAS Barber’s Point. Following
an emergency landing and the securing of the aircraft, we inspected the charred bomb bay. It was obvious that the plane was a strike from the
observed damage. What was truly frightening was to see the steel mesh wrapped jet fuel lines blistered to the point of bursting. Had they gone,
what turned out to be a most uncomfortable incident might have ended up atotal disaster. And, | might not now be here to write about it!

(Editor’'sNote: Look for more AJ Storiesin the next LOG. Roy hasa few more and will contact other FMA AJ pilots for their “ fond” memories.
If there are F7U drivers out there who have lived to tell their heroic tales, please send themin. We might start a movement featuring a different
aircraft with each edition.)
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FLYING MIDSHIPMEN ASSOCIATION YOUTH
AVIATION TRAINING PROGRAM UPDATE

On behalf of the Flying Midshipmen Association, Roy Mantz (7-48) presents a check for over $1,000 to RAdm. Mac
McL aughlin, USN (Ret.), CEO and President of the USS Midway Museum. The contribution paid for the purchase
and supply of training materialsto be used by students and instructorsin this summer’s Flying Midshipmen Youth
Aviation Training Program. Thetwo-week Private Pilot ground school cour sewill be conducted aboard Midway from
July 15to July 27 for young aviation enthusiasts 15 years and older.

April 20, 2007

Captain Louis Kriser (Ret.)
Secretary/Treasurer

Aviation Midshipmen Foundation
1101 S, Arlington Ridge Road
Arlington, VA 22202-1925

waerflw)

I want to thank the Aviation Midshipmen Foundation for the generous gift to
the Midway's Flying Midshipmen Youth Aviation Training Program. This
gift in the amount of $1014.94 will enable us to purchase “cutting edge”
instructional supplies for this important youth program,

Captain Kriser, I am so pleased with your organization’s support. We are
th::illed to be your partner. Together we will ensure Midway's Flying
Midshipmen Youth Aviation Training Program is here for current and future
generations of young people who dream of becoming pilots,

Once again, thank you for your generous donation and we look forward to
seeing you and your Flying Midshipmen colleagues aboard Midway.

incerely,
J “Mas{% ln
t &
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‘ COMBAT AV/MIDN CANDIDATES ’

We are pleased to report that through much effort and many inputs from our Members, the Committee has identified fourteen (14)
Combat AvMidn Candidates, and the Study is in the progress of collecting supporting documentation. As we al know, the time
period in question is some fifty-seven (57) years ago, and the availability of supporting documents has varied greatly. Some of the
Candidates were able to locate their old records and provided copies of the pertinent material. Others have not been that fortunate,
and very limited supporting data has been received. The known Candidates needing additional supporting documentation have
been identified on the List below. The “ Probable Candidate” List, shown later in this report, pretty much contains all information
currently known about these individuals. The Committee plans to include the Probable Candidate information in the final Report.
For FMA Members who knew these aviators or other Probable Candidates, your assistance in especially needed.

To assist in the collection of pertinent material, it is requested that all Members who may have copies of orders,

records, awards or any other data, that also includes the names of Candidates or Probable Candidates, to search

your old records and forward a copy of any document(s) that may be of interest to the on going research. Also, if

you have any knowledge of any AvMidn’s participation in wartime operations, but do not have any documentsto

support the participation, then please forward a written statement providing as much information that you know

or can remember. Include your association with the individual, i.e. personal friend, same pre-flight class, squad-

ron or ship, and etc. Even if there is some question as to the accuracy of the information, please submit your

CBiffCam}aEe[[
Combat Aviation Midshipmen Candidates Probable Candidates, but No Address Available
Name File Number P/F Class Sqd. Name FileNumber P/F Class Sqd. Winged Date
Burford A. Carlson C505741 15-49 VR-5 # Robert C. Baker Ch05467 1549 VR-5 NA01-22-50
Melvin H. Davidow C505812 5-49 MAAG Saigon Thomas C. Biesterveld C 506698 VF NA 04-25-50
Jerome M. Driscoll C 506860 14-48 VP-46 Tommy L. Burgess C506762 VP-26 K.I.A. asAvMidn
EugeneD. Ellena  C506878 18-48  VP-6 - 1950 NA 06-03-49
) Leonard Czernicki C 506829 14-48 Deceased NA 11-16-49
Cal A. Gray C505244 16-48  VP-47#  Gienn T, Fansworth ~ C 508147 NA 01-20-50
Leo J. Gunther C505563 17-48  VP-6 # Joseph W. Gardiner ~ C506549 VP-46 K.I.A.asAvMidn, 1950
Lyman B. Hitch C508173 18-48 VP-42 Formosa Straits NA 12-16-49
Harold D. Libby =~ C508018 18-48 VP-6 John M. Key C506609 1549 VR-3 NA 10-25-50
Jerome J. Millon C 508416 15-48 VP-28 # Jesse E. McKnight C 506315 14-48 Deceased NA 02-09-50
J. Patrick O’ Neill C508232 17-48 VP-47 Daniel L. Musetti C 507308 17-4 K.l.A. asAvMidn,
Richard C. Pickering C 508240 18-48 VP-6 , NA 08-16-50
Gordon E. Strickland C508268 18-48  VF-54#  NelsenR.Nitz C507308  16-48 K.I.A. aSA,lI/'\Afl Ic()jzn'lo -
Bg‘r’]'ﬂ T\'Nsutgt':ﬁ " g gggggg 11%_188 \\/,E,_% 4  WilliamD.Noonan ~ C507341  14-48 NA 04-20-50
' John R. Palmquest C 505655 NA 03-29-50
. . Davis W. Tompkins C 508574 15-49 VR-5 NA 11-17-50
Other Operationswhere AvMidn may have | eonard ). Treichler ~ C507649 1548 VP-6 NA 02-23-50
been involved. Eugene R. Wagner C507680  CdrUSNRet  NA 01-20-50
1. P2V, VP-6, Shot down by USSR 1951, no survivors
2.P2V,........ , Shot down 6 Nov 1950

For all theFMA Members

The Committee’'s goal isto complete the Study over the next 12 months. To be successful will require the participation by each of
you who have or may have information and records about AvMidn who flew in combat/wartime operations. Your efforts in search-
ing and collecting information to document a Candidate’s participation may result in finding the only remaining source of this data,
and is vital to the completeness of this historical Study. Put on your “thinking and memory cap” and dig out the old Navy Filesto
determine whether there are some of your records that may assist in documenting a Candidate’s participation. Thanks for helping to
make this important effort as accurate and complete as feasible.

Contact one of the following Committee M embers for more infromation:

Wealdo Born (13-47) Bill Campbell (9-47) Ed Phillips (#83)

Email: wiborn@consolidated.net Email: avmidn@netscape.com Email: ephill44@aol.com

Mail: 2712 Whippoorwill Drive Mail: 1109 Springdale Road Mail: 22449 Sylvan Street
Charleston, IL 61920-4144 Anderson, SC 29621-4039 Wooaodland Hills, CA 91367-1743

Remember, the goal of the Study isto produce the most complete and accur ate historical document possible of the partici-
pation of AvMidn in Combat Oper ations. If you have any questions, please contact a member of the Committee for clarifica-
tion.
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The“LOST FLIGHT”

UNPAID DUES

Those in this list are REALLY
missing. If you know any of them
and where they are, please contact
them and encourage them to get
back on board and also advise the
FMA of their addresses.

Harry E. Aine

C. Shreve Babcock
Raymond H. Barker
Richard F. Bradberry
Homer L. Burrell, Jr.
Robert J. Ceremsak
Fred P. Clark (LM)
Henry E. Covert
Robert M. Dagg

Alex R. Dunn, Jr. (LM)
William H. Elliott
Charles E. Engel
Richard F. Fassula
Donald H. Howard
Floyd E. Hower, Jr.
Robert C. Jacobson
Ronald L. Johns
Richard L. Johnson
Fred E. Kelley (LM)
Edward P. Kellogg, Jr.
Robert P. LaMontagne
Robert J. McCarty
Russ McJunkin (LM)

Many “Annual” FMA members have not paid dues for along
time. There are 57 of them listed below as “UNPAID DUES’.
They do not receive LOGsor Directory updates- (Weknow where
most of the ‘DUES' guys are, they just haven't paid and won't
answer |etters from the FMA. If you know them, maybe you can
‘shame’ them into paying up.)

DaleE.Barck

Gerry H. Beaulaurier
Richard C. Boyd
Jean S. Clauzel
William L. Cleland
Ralph S. Colby
Vernon L. Crow
Warren J. Cusack
John Charles Duck
Delmar H. Evans
James L. Fletcher
Harrison W. Gill, Jr.
Harry B. Harber
Gene W. Harms

James R. Hummel, Sr

Lindell Hunsley
Homer R. Johnson
Raobert W. Johnson
Huby A. Jones, Jr.
Rabert W. Kennedy
Roger N. Kersch
CharlesP. Lamb, Jr.

Jay Meredith Miller
Raleigh Miller, Jr.
Robert R. Perry (LM)
Ernest E. Rivers
Derald Z. Skalla (LM)
(28 on 5-17-07)

ANNUAL DUES

Annual Duesare $15 per year and run from Jan.
1 through Dec. 31 EVERY YEAR! Following
your name on the address labdl is the year for
which you are current—if you do not have ‘064’
or later year, or LM,— you owedues. LifeMem-
bers (LM’s) pay no dues. WIDOWS are Honor-
ary Life Members; no dues are required. If your
annual dues are not received, you will stop re-
ceiving the LOG and Directory updates.

Check payable to: FMA (Not tax deductible.)
Life Membership is now available to all Aviation
Midshipmen for $35 (Prior to age 70, it was $100)

Donations to the AVIATION MIDSHIPMEN
FOUNDATION (AMF) aretax deductible. Send
in your donations now and help teenagers start
aviation careers!

Alan J. Lewis
Thomas D. Lewis
Harold A. McDonnel
John E. Minardi
LewisE. Morrison
R. P Munger

Oscar J. Proesel
James F. Rodgers
Edward J. Rosatti
Don Rosenquist
Robert J. Sample
Robert L. Schaub
Charles F. Schied

G. H. Shutt

George F. Smith
Gordon H. Smith
David A. Sollinger
Charles E. Spann
Frank E. Specht

H. Carlisle Stafford, Jr.
Charles F. Thill
Thomas H. Thornburg
Ernest R. Thurber
DavisW. Tompkins
Eugene W. Wagner
Edwin S. Wallace
William B. Wallace
Charles E. Waring, Jr.
James B. West, Jr.
Carl Wilgus
ThomasA. Willi
Daniel M. Wilson
Joe Wodjenski
George A.Woodward
John Zvara

(57 on 5-17-07)
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WEB SITES...E-MAIL..MAIL & PHONE

Flying Midshipmen web site:
www.flyingmidshipmen.org
E-mail addresses:
FMA Headquarters — Del Brandenburg:
flyingmidn02@cox.net
Webmaster — Jerry Bell:
actlfla@bellsouth.net
LOG Editor — Bill Busse:
bbussel@mac.com
(E-mail Bill articles for “Once a JOCK ...
photos of yourself for the “Then & Now “
collection...and Reunion snapshots for
future publication in the LOG )
Mail:
FMA Hdqtrs,
P.O. Box 296, Mt.Vernon, VA 22121-0296
Tele: 1-800-964-5955 Local: 703-888-3578
LOG Editor: Bill Busse, 555 Byron St. #308,
Palo Alto, CA 94301-2737

GIFTING by the FMA & AMF
Over the past 23 years, the FLYING MIDSHIPMEN have made the

following monetary contributions:

1982 Naval Aviation Museum, Pensacola 1,000
1986 Naval Aviation Museum, Pensacola 3,000
1986 Navy Memorial, Wash., D.C. 1,000
1989 Navy Museum, WNY, Wash., D.C. 1,000
1989 Navy Exhibit, Smithsonian, Wash., D.C. 1,000
1993 Teenage Summer Aviation Training 1,000
1993 Naval Aviation Museum, Pensacola 1,000
1994 Teenage Summer Aviation Training 300
1994 Wash., D.C. ANA Golf Outings 200
1995 Teenage Summer Aviation Training 1,500
1995 Wash., D.C. ANA Golf Outings 200
1996 Teenage Summer Aviation Training 2,000
1996 Wash., D.C. ANA Golf Outings 200
1997 Center for Military Readiness 100
1997 Teenage Summer Aviation Training 2,000
1997 Wash., D.C. ANA Golf Outings 200
1998 Center for Military Readiness 1,000
1998 FLY.MID. Sea Cadet Air Wing 500
1998 Teenage Summer Aviation Training 3,500
1998 Wash., D.C. ANA Golf Outings 200
1999 Teenage Summer Aviation Training 2,000
1999 Wash., D.C. ANA Golf Outings 200
2000 Wash., D.C. ANA Golf Outings 200
2000 Teenage Summer Aviation Training 2,000
2000 Hampton Roads ANA Golf Outing 100
2001 Wash., D.C. ANA Golf Outing 100
2002 Wash., D.C. ANA Golf Outing 100
2002 Patuxent River Museum 500
2002 Naval Avia. Found. — Corp. Associate 500
2003 Century of Flight — Kitty Hawk, NC 500
2005 Naval Aviation Memorial—Vir. Bch. 1,000

Total............ $28,100

FLYING MIDSHIPMEN have also donated hundreds of artifacts, mementoes
and souvenirs to museums for use in displays throughout the United States.

Two outstanding displays dedicated specifically to FLYING MIDSHIPMEN
have been open for viewing in Washington D.C. at the Navy Yard Museum
since 1995.
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A BIT OF HISTORY

DoucLAas SkYRAIDERA-1H BuNo 135332. THESE ARE
EDITED EXCERPTS FROM A DETAILED REPORT BY ToMm CURRY

Introduction & Summary. ....The highlight of
BuNo 135332’s service was its historic action in
Attack Squadron 145 (VA-145) as lead aircraft on
USS Constellation’'s (CVA-64) Operation Pierce
Arrow strike on North Vietnamese PT boats at Lac
Chao on 5 August 1964 in retaliation for the Gulf of
Tonkin Incident. Thus, BuNo 135332 was a
historically significant participant ininitiating the air
war against North Vietnam. The“Historic Spad” was
piloted by Sam Chatterlin12-45 St. Mary’s#70 Midn

One Day earlier,the evening of 4 August, both
Ticonderoga and Constellation received urgent
requests for help from Turner Joy who believed PT
boats were attacking the DeSoto Patrol ships again.
ThisPT attack was|later proven imaginary but seemed
real to some on-scene at the time. These actions
became known as the Gulf of Tonkin Incident.
President Johnson’s order to strike targets on the
North Vietnamese mainland in retaliation, Operation
Pierce Arrow, on 5 August enlarged the battle from
the sea, where we had been providing South Vietnam
in-country air support, onto the territory of North
Vietnam.

Hong Kong. While the Gulf of Tonkin Incidents
were taking place, A-1H Douglas Skyraider NK507,
BuNo 135332 was safely tied down aboard
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Constellation anchored by Green Island, Crown
Colony of Hong Kong. The evening of 2 August
saw many VA-145 pilots enjoying themselves at
the Eagle's Nest Bar at the top of the HK Hilton.
About 2100, someone came to the party and
informed the group that all leave and liberty were
cancelled and all hands were to report to the ship.
Fortunately, liberty was granted the next day to
allow the crew to collect their purchases from the
Hong Kong tailors and the China Fleet Club.

Constellation Underway. The ship got
underway about 0800 on 4 August and headed for
the Gulf of Tonkin. That evening, just after the
moviein Wardroom One started, the three attack-
squadron Operations Officers were tapped on the
shoulder one-by-one and told to report to strike
planning. Shortly after that, all the other attack
pilots were pulled out of the movie to report to
their ready rooms. In response to USS Turner
Joy's call for help, pilots were briefed on their
new mission to fly cover for the destroyers for
the night. Meantime, Flight Quarters was called
away and the A-1s were loaded with four 260-1b.
fragmentation bombs on the wings and a flare pod
on the centerline.

BuNo 135332 StrikesLac Chao. The sguadron
Operations Officer, Sam Catterlin, led a flight
of four aircraft ordered to strike the PT boats
located in an estuary at Lac Chao. The Air
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VA 145 Officers aboard the USS Constéellation...1964
Lt. Sam Catterlin isin the back row fouth from left

Intelligence Officer [AlQ] had good aerial photos
of the target and they launched about 1300 in partly
cloudy weather. Sam led the flight, flying A-1H
NK507 / BuNo 135332, with wingman Gary Hopps,
section leader Jim Hardie, and his wingman Dick
Sather. They launched from Constellation with four
LAU-3[19x 2.75" folding-fin aircraft rockets] pods
each, plus full ammunition for their four 20-mm
cannons.

As soon as they had a little altitude, they could
see smoke from the burning fuel depot at Vinh which
had been hit two hours earlier by aircraft from
Ticonderoga. As Sam’s flight approached the coast
near Lac Chao, a thundercloud was between the
target and the Spad division. Jim Hardie reported
that they circled to the north and as they cleared the
clouds near Lac Chao, they spotted two larger
gunboats about a half-mile from the coast and north
of Lac Chao. The boatswerefiring at the flight as
they approached. Sam led the flight to attack from
northwest to southeast, pulling up out to sea. As
they rolled in, the pilots saw three other boats to
their north partly hidden by offshore rocks. Those
boats were firing at the Spad flight too. The pilots
attacked in single file but reported that they
remained at fairly close intervals. Sam, Gary, and
Dick were on their last rocket run from northwest
to southeast when Jim saw an explosion in the air
and the fireball crash into the sea. It was Dick

Sather, the first Navy combat |oss of the air campaign. Jim fired
another LAU-3A pod as Sam and Gary were clearingtosea. Jim
then reversed and went back to attack the boats again and saw
both smoking and one dead in the water. He fired his two
remaining rocket pods on the moving boat and cleared to sea and
Sam reported that Jim’s rockets put the second boat out of action.
Sam and Gary checked Jim’'s aircraft visually and saw only one
hole in the area of the port wing root.

Current Status of BuNo 135332. This Skyraider has been at
NASM’s Garber facility for 24 years and still sports the USAF
Sandy camouflage shewore during her last years of service. Navy
veterans have interacted with NASM over the last three years to
advance the cause that the most significant, documented historic
action of thisaircraft is her 5 August 1964 Pierce Arrow mission
with the Navy and to urge her refurbishment and display
accordingly.

Responses have fairly consistently stated that the decision on
presentation of the aircraft will not be made until the new
restoration building of Phase Il at Udvar-Hazy Center near Dulles
is completed in 2009 or later and that the decision will consider
“all relevant facts related to the rich history of this particular
artifact....” Thus, asof May 2007, thereis no indication on how
the Smithsonian will finally display our historic Navy aircraft,
BuNo 135332.

(ABOUT THEAUTHOR. N EARLY 2005, THomAs H. Curry, Captain, USN (RET.),
WAS RECRUITED TO BE THE ‘DUTY SCRIBE’ AND TO SPEAK FOR THE VA-145 PILOTS WHO
FLEW THESE HISTORIC FLIGHTS IN AucusT 1964. He believes the project of getting
BuNo 135332 recognized, restored, and appropriately displayed as a Historic
Navy Aircraft is a cause worthy of great effort. thomasc31@comcast.net)
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